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Special iSSue:  
Marriage, Divorce, & reMarriage

	 With	so	much	diverse	 teaching	on	
the	 subject	of	marriage,	 divorce	 and	 remar-
riage, it seems to be fitting to do some basic 
Bible	teaching	on	the	subject.		The	home,	as	
God	would	have	it,	has	been	under	attack	for	
a	number	of	years.		So,	we	study.	

	 1)		Marriage. 	The	Bible	teaches	that	
marriage	 is	 between	 a	 man	 and	 a	 woman.		
When	 the	 Pharisees	 asked	 Jesus	 about	 mar-
riage,	He	took	them	back	to	the	beginning	as	
He	answered,	“Have	ye	not	read,	that	he	which	
made	them	at	the	beginning	made	them	male	
and	 female	 and	 said,	 For	 this	 cause	 shall	 a	
man	leave	father	and	mother,	and	shall	cleave	
to his wife:  and they twain shall be one flesh” 
(Mt.	19:3-5).		Going	back	to	the	beginning,	it	
is evident that God “made a woman” for the 
man	(Gen.	2:18-24).		Our	government	has	been	
trying	to	decide	whether	marriage	is	between	a	
man	and	a	woman,	or	whether	same-sex	mar-
riage	is	okay.		This	is	not	for	the	government	
to	decide.		God	has	already	made	the	decision!		
Same-sex	marriage	is	a	sinful	relationship	not	
tolerated	in	the	Old	or	New	Testaments	(Lev.	
20:13;	Rom.	1:27).		From	the	beginning,	mar-
riage	 was	 for	 life.	 	 “From	 the	 beginning	 it	
was not so...” (Mt. 19:8).  “Not so” means no 

Volume 4

Number 10
OCTOBER 2006

Johnie Edwards

divorce	allowed!		It	is	still	that	way	(Rom.	7:1-
4), “except it be for fornication” (Mt. 19:9).

	 2)		Divorce.  When	more	than	50%	of	
marriages	 end	 in	divorce,	we	must	 teach	our	
young	 people	 what	 the	 Bible	 teaches	 about	
divorce.		The	Pharisees	asked	Jesus,	“Is	it	law-
ful	 for	a	man	 to	put	away	his	wife	 for	every	
cause?” (Mt. 19:3).  “To put away” equates 
with	divorce.		Malachi	reported	that	“God	ha-
teth putting away” (Mal. 2:16).  When we learn 
that	marriage	is	for	life	(Rom.	7:1-4),	we	will	
have	 learned	 that	one	cannot	divorce	 for	 just	
any reason.  The question of the Pharisees in 
Matthew	19	was	about	putting	away	one’s	wife.		
This	includes	both	the	man	and	the	woman	(Mt.	
19:9;	Mk.	10:12).		His	answer	is,	“What	God	
hath joined together, let not man put asunder” 
(Mt. 19:6).  Jesus gave one exception for putting 
away a mate:  “for fornication” (Mt. 19:9).

	 3)		reMarriage. 	Matthew	19	is	dis-
cussing	marriage,	divorce,	and	remarriage.		Let	
the	text	speak	for	itself:		“Whosoever	shall	put	
away	his	wife,	except	it	be	for	fornication,	and	
shall	marry	another,	committeth	adultery:		and	
whoso	marrieth	her	which	 is	put	away	doth	
commit adultery” (Mt. 19:9; 5:32).
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Introduction
1.	 Many	today	marry,	divorce,	and	remarry		
	 without	considering	God’s	law.
2.	 God’s	law	is	simple,	and	is	clearly	revealed		
	 within	His	word,	the	Bible.

Discussion
I.	 goD’s Law concerning Marriage
	 A.	God’s	law,	from	the	beginning,	involves		
	 	 one	man	for	one	woman	for	life.
	 B.	Genesis	2:18-24
	 C.	Matthew	19:3-9
	 D.	Romans	7:2-3

II.	 goD’s Law concerning Divorce
	 A.	Today,	men	and	women	divorce	for	just		
	 	 about	every	reason	imagineable,	and	our		
	 	 states	allow	no-fault	divorce.
 B. Malachi 2:16
	 C.	There	is	only	one	Scriptural	reason	for		
	 	 divorce.
	 	 1.	Matthew	5:32

	 	 2.	Matthew	19:9
	 	 3.	The	Lord	allows	the	party	innocent	of		
	 	 	 fornication	to	put	away	their	fornicating		
	 	 	 mate.
	 D.	To	get	a	divorce	for	any	reason	other	than		
	 	 fornication	is	to	get	an	unscriptural	divorce!			
	 	 If	you	know	of	another	reason	for	divorce,		
	 	 where	is	the	passage?

III.	 goD’s Law concerning reMarriage
	 A.	The	Scriptures	only	show	two	groups	of		
	 	 people	who	have	a	right	to	take	another		
	 	 mate:
	 	 1.	Those	whose	mate	is	dead	(Rom.	7:2-3).
	 	 2.	Those	who	put	away	their	mate	for		
	 	 	 fornication	(Mt.	19:9).
	 B.	For	anyone	else	to	remarry	is	to	live	in		
	 	 adultery!		If	you	know	of	others	who		
	 	 have	a	right	to	take	another	mate,	where		
	 	 is	the	Scripture?

Conclusion
	 Since	marriage	is	of	God	(Gen.	2:18-24),		
	 let’s	learn	to	respect	His	laws	governing	this		
	 divine	institution.

goD’s Law concerning 
Marriage, Divorce, & reMarriage

“He tHat goetH fortH and weepetH, bearing precious seed, sHall 
doubtless come again witH rejoicing, bringing His sHeaves witH Him.”

The 
Sower’S SeeD
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whaT STanDarD Shall we uSe?
John Isaac Edwards
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 We	 must	 measure	 everything	 by	 the	
proper	standard,	or	we’ll	come	out	with	the	wrong	
answer.		This	study	points	out	the	standard	to	be	
used	in	determining	the	truth	on	any	subject.			

	 1)		what the stanDarD is not. 	It’s	not:	
(A) What men might say.		Men	are	often	wrong.		
Paul	said,	“That	your	faith	should	not	stand	in	
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (1 
Cor.	2:5).		Regardless	of	how	many	degrees	he	
may	have,	how	many	books	he	may	have	written	
and	how	much	respect	you	may	have	for	him,	he	
is	still	a	man	and	men	are	not	the	standard!		(B) 
What the majority believe.	 	The	majority	may	
hold	to	the	theory	of	evolution,	but	that	does	not	
change	the	fact	that	“in	six	days	the	Lord	made	
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is” 
(Ex.	20:11)!		The	Lord	indicated	that	the	majority	
will	not	be	saved	(Mt.	7:13-14).		(C) What some-
one in my family does.		Some	change	their	views	
on	issues	to	accommodate	family	situations.		The	
truth	is	the	truth,	whether	our	relatives	measure	
up	to	it	or	not!		Jesus	said,	“He	that	loveth	father	
or	mother	more	than	me	is	not	worthy	of	me:		and	
he	that	loveth	son	or	daughter	more	than	me	is	not	
worthy of me” (Mt. 10:37).  (D) What I’ve always 
been taught.		It	may	be	that	what	I’ve	been	taught	
is	wrong.		(E)  What the Old Testament dictated.		
The Old Testament was for “Israel” (Dt. 5:1-3), 
has	served	its	purpose	and	been	done	away	(Gal.	
3:19, 23-25; 2 Cor. 3:14).  We are to “fulfil the 
law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).  (F)  What seems to me 
to be fair and right.  Some of God’s requirements 
may	not	seem	fair,	but	they	are	fair	because	God	
gave	them!		“There	is	a	way	which	seemeth	right	
unto	a	man,	but	the	end	thereof	are	the	ways	of	
death” (Prov. 14:12).  Let’s learn to lay all this 
aside,	and	simply	go	by	the	standard.

	 2)		what the stanDarD is. 	The	word	
of	the	Lord	is	the	only	standard.		It	is	right	(Ps.	
33:4),	it	is	good	(Is.	39:8),	it	is	pure	(Prov.	30:5),	
and	it	is	truth	(Jn.	17:17).		If	what	we	believe,	
teach	and	practice	is	not	according	to	the	word	
of	the	Lord,	then	it	is	not	right	(it	is	wrong),	it	is	
not	good	(it	is	evil),	it	is	not	pure	(it	is	corrupt),	
and	it	is	not	truth	(it	is	error)!		May	we	always	
let the word of the Lord be the final authority in 
all	matters!		
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preparing For Marriage
Melba Edwards
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 Perhaps	many	marriages	fail	be-
cause	of	lack	of	preparation.		Like	any	great	
undertaking,	if	we	plan	to	marry	we	must	
prepare	for	marriage.

	 1)		Marriage is orDaineD By goD.  
In	the	very	beginning,	God	saw	that	the	man	
He	had	made	was	alone.		He	created	a	help	
meet,	 or	 a	 helper	 suitable	 for	 him	 (Gen.	
2:18).	 	Hebrews	13:4	reads,	“Marriage	 is	
honorable in all, and the bed undefiled:  
but	whoremongers	and	adulterers	God	will	
judge.”  When I realize marriage is ordained 
or	 set	 in	 order	 by	 God,	 it	 shows	 me	 the	
seriousness	of	it	and	I	need	to	follow	His	
rule.

	 2)		Marriage is For LiFe.  Many	
people	 think	 if	 things	 don’t	 work	 out	 in	
a	marriage,	 there	 is	always	divorce.	 	The	
Bible	nowhere	teaches	such.		If	I’m	going	
to marry, I need to realize it is as long as 
we	both	shall	live	(Rom.	7:1-4).		If	I	have	
divorce	in	the	back	of	my	head,	my	mar-
riage	is	already	in	trouble.		This	should	be	
a red flag telling me that I’m not prepared 
for	marriage!

	 3)		Marriage has a PurPose.  God	
ordained	marriage	for	a	reason.		Marriage	
is	to	avoid	fornication.		1	Corinthians	7:2	
says,	 “Nevertheless,	 to	avoid	 fornication,	
let	every	man	have	his	own	wife,	and	let	
every woman have her own husband.”  Note 
the word “own.”  In marriage, those sexual 
desires are fulfilled.  Marriage is where chil-
dren	are	born	(Gen.	1:28).		God’s	plan	must	
be	followed,	in	preparing	for	marriage.	

	 4)		Marriage has resPonsiBiLities.  
God	 has	 set	 forth	 responsibilities	 for	 the	
man	and	the	woman	in	marriage.		The	man	
is	to	be	the	head	of	the	family	(Eph.	5:23),	
while	the	woman	is	to	submit	to	her	husband	
(Eph.	5:22)	and	be	obedient	to	him	(Ti.	2:5).		
The	man	is	to	leave	his	father	and	mother	
and	cleave	unto	his	wife	(Gen.	2:24).		The	
husband	is	to	give	honor	to	the	wife	as	the	
weaker	vessel	(1	Pet.	3:7),	and	the	wife	is	
to	reverence	or	respect	her	husband	(Eph.	
5:33).		The	man	is	to	provide	for	his	family	
(1	Tim.	5:8),	while	the	woman	is	to	guide	
the	 house	 (1	Tim.	 5:14)	 and	 be	 a	 keeper	
at	 home,	 or	 homemaker	 (Ti.	 2:5).	 	They	
are	both	to	love	each	other	(Eph.	5:25;	Ti.	
2:4)	and	render	due	benevolence	or	affec-
tion	(1	Cor.	7:3-5).		As	children	enter	the	
marriage,	they	both	have	responsibilities	to	
teach and love them too (Eph. 6:4; Ti. 2:4).  
If	I	don’t	follow	God’s	law	concerning	my	
responsibilities	in	marriage,	then	I’d	better	
not	marry!

	 As	 mothers	 and	 grandmothers,	
we	 need	 to	 begin	 when	 our	 children	 and	
grandchildren	are	young,	teaching	them	the	
seriousness	of	marriage	and	all	that	God	has	
set	forth	concerning	marriage.		It	takes	a	lot	
of	work	to	have	a	successful	marriage.		We	
need	to	be	sure	we	are	setting	the	proper	
example	and	doing	all	we	can	to	help	pave	
the	way	before	them.		Although	it	is	hard	
to	be	prepared	for	every	situation	that	may	
arise	 in	 a	 marriage,	 if	 we	 follow	 God’s	
law,	it	will	make	those	situations	easier	to	
handle.		May	God	bless	you	with	a	happy,	
life-long	marriage!
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DeFining BiBle TerMS
Greg Gwin

 Many	of	the	misconceptions,	disagree-
ments,	and	false	doctrines	that	surround	the	sub-
ject	of	marriage,	divorce,	and	remarriage	could	
be	resolved	with	a	correct	understanding	of	the	
terms	used	in	the	inspired	Word.		Here	are	some	
of	the	most	important	ones:

1)	 Marriage.		This	is	a	covenant	made	
between	 a	 man	 and	 woman	 (Gen.	 2:21-24).		
In	 a	proper,	God-approved	marriage,	both	 the	
man	 and	 the	 woman	 will	 have	 a)	 never	 been	
previously	bound	in	marriage,	b)	lost	previous	
Scriptural	mate(s)	to	death,	or	c)	any	previous	
marriage(s) terminated in an authorized divorce 
(see	below).		In	every	culture	or	society,	there	
is	 an	 established	 protocol	 that	 acknowledges	
the	marriage	agreement.		In	other	words,	there	
is a means of knowing those who are “married” 
versus those who are “committing fornication” 
(Heb.	13:4,	 see	below).	 	Unfortunately,	God’s	
plan	has	been	corrupted	and	men	and	women	
who	 do	 not	 fulfill	 the	 divine	 conditions	 for	
marriage	proceed	to	marry	anyway.		For	instance,	
Herod had “married” Herodius, although she 
was	not	free	to	marry	because	she	was	“Philip’s	
wife.”  Note that, even though this relationship 
was “not lawful” (i.e. not approved by God), 
they were still considered “married” (Mk. 6:17-
18).		From	this	we	learn	that	men	and	women	
can	enter	into	marriages	that	are	not	acceptable	
to God – sometimes referred to as “unscriptural” 
marriages.

2)	  BounD. 	When	an	eligible	man	and	
an	eligible	woman	(see	conditions	stated	above)	
agree to be married, God joins them (Mt. 19:6) 
and they are “bound” in this relationship (1 Cor. 
7:39;	Rom.	7:2-3).		Notice	that	men	marry	and	

divorce	(right	or	wrong),	but	God	is	the	one	who	
either obligates or looses the “bond.”

3)	 Divorce.	 	This	 is	 the	 termination	 of	
a	marriage	agreement,	and	every	society	has	an	
established	method	for	accomplishing	this.		While	
God’s	plan	calls	for	marriages	that	last	a	lifetime,	
He	allows	a	single	exception	to	the	rule.		If	one’s	
lawful marriage partner commits “fornication” 
(see below), the innocent party can “put away” 
the	 guilty	 party	 and	 be	 free	 to	 remarry	 with	
God’s	approval,	but	the	guilty	partner	may	NOT	
Scripturally	 remarry	 (Mt.	5:32;	19:9).	 	Persons	
who	 do	 not	 meet	 the	 stated	 exception	 can	 still	
divorce	their	lawful	mates,	thus	terminating	the	
“marriage,” but it is a sin to do so (Mt. 5:32; 1 
Cor. 7:10-11) and they remain “bound” by God.  
It	should	be	stressed	that	ONLY	those	who	“put	
away” their mate for “fornication” can Scripturally 
remarry (God looses them from the “bond”), and 
NO person who has been “put away” by a lawful 
spouse – even if innocent of “fornication” and 
regardless of their spouse’s subsequent actions – 
can Scripturally remarry (they remain “bound”).

4)	 	Fornication.	 	This	 is	 illicit	 sexual	
contact	 of	 any	kind.	 	 It	would	 include	 sexual	
intercourse	between	people	who	are	not	married	
to	one	another,	homsexuality,	bestiality,	etc.

5)		aDuLtery.		Individuals	are	guilty	of	
“adultery” when they are “bound” by God’s 
law but sexually intimate with an unauthorized 
partner.  This is true even if they are “married” 
(unscripturally)	to	that	partner	(Rom.	7:2-3).

403 Walnut St.
Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
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who can Marry?
Mike Webb

 One critical question in the discussion 
of	marriage,	divorce,	and	remarriage	is	Who Can 
Marry?  The question concerns those who have  
Scriptural	right	to	marry.		How	does	God’s	word	
answer this question?

Basic PrinciPLes

Before specifically discussing the answer 
to this question, we would do well to remind 
ourselves	 of	 some	 basic	 Bible	 principles.		
Understanding	 these	 principles	 will	 help	 to	
answer this question Scripturally.

1)		we Must have authority For aLL 
that we Do.  Paul	instructed	the	Colossians	to	
do	all	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus	(Col.	3:17).		
We	must	be	able	to	provide	book,	chapter,	and	
verse	for	everything	that	we	believe	and	practice.		
This applies to questions about divorce and 
remarriage, just like it does to questions about 
worship.  If I cannot put my finger on a book, 
chapter,	 and	 verse	 that	 gives	 one	 the	 right	 to	
marry,	then	such	a	marriage	is	unscriptural.

2)	 the siLence oF the scriPtures is 
not PerMissive.  Jesus	could	not	serve	as	a	priest	
on	earth	because	He	was	from	the	tribe	of	Judah,	
“of	which	tribe	Moses	spoke nothing concerning	
priesthood” (Heb. 7:14).  A thing does not have 
to be specifically forbidden to be wrong.  It is 
wrong if it is not authorized.

3)	Both Parties Must have the right 
to Marry.		If	one	who	has	the	right	to	marry	
marries	one	who	does	not	have	a	right,	it	results	
in	adultery	for	both	parties	(Mt.	19:9).

who can scriPturaLLy Marry?
1)		one who has never Been MarrieD.		

God	created	the	marriage	relationship	because	it	was	
not	good	for	man	to	be	alone	(Gen.	2:18).		Marriage	
is	an	honorable	 relationship	(Heb.	13:4).	 	To	 the	
unmarried,	 Paul	 wrote,	 “if	 they	 cannot	 exercise	
self-control, let them marry” (1 Cor. 7:8).

2)	 	 one whose Mate is DeaD.  Paul	
wrote,	“but	if	her	husband	dies,	she	is	free	from	
that	law;	so	that	she	is	no	adulteress,	though	she	
has married another man” (Rom. 7:3).

3)	 	 those reconciLing.  The	 apostle	
Paul	 instructed	 the	 Corinthians	 not	 to	 divorce	
(1	Cor.	7:10,	12-13).		After	forbidding	divorce,	
Paul	said	that	if	they	do	divorce,	“let	her	remain	
unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband” (1 
Cor.	7:11).		The	fact	that	they	can	be	reconciled	
to	each	other	does	not	mean	that	they	are	free	to	
marry	someone	else.

4)		those who Put away their Mate For 
Fornication.  Jesus	taught,	“Whosoever	shall	put	
away	his	wife,	except	it	be	for	fornication,	and	shall	
marry another committeth adultery...” (Mt. 19:9).  
The	one	who	puts	away	his	mate	for	fornication	
is	the	only	one	given	the	right	to	remarry	in	this	
passage.	 	 This	 passage	 does	 not	 give	 the	 one	
who	 puts	 away	 his	 mate	 for	 a	 cause	 other	 than	
fornication	 the	right	 to	remarry.	 	Neither	does	 it	
give	authority	for	any	put	away	one	to	remarry.

These	are	the	only	ones	given	the	right	to	
marry by God.  You cannot find a book, chapter, or 
verse	that	gives	anyone	else	the	right	to	marry.

44 Woods St.
Cullman, AL 35058
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MaTThew 19:9
Bob Waldron

1)	  context oF Matthew 19:9.	 	The	
context	of	Matthew	19:9	gives	Jesus’	answer	to	
the Pharisees’ question of 19:3:  “Is it lawful for a 
man to put away his wife for every cause?”  Jesus’ 
answer to this question is “No.”  But the Pharisees 
believed	that	Deuteronomy	24:1-4	gave	them	the	
right	to	put	away	their	wives,	no	matter	what	the	
cause, so they followed up with another question:  
“Why	then	did	Moses	command	to	give	a	bill	of	
divorcement, and to put her away?” (Mt. 19:7).  
Jesus	replied,	“Moses	for	your	hardness	of	heart	
suffered	you	to	put	away	your	wives:		but	from	
the beginning it hath not been so” (Mt. 19:8).

2)	  DeuteronoMy 24:1-4.  The	 primary	
reason	 for	 the	 necessity	 of	 Deuteronomy	 24	 was	
that	 the	 Israelites	 had	 almost	 completely	 ignored	
what	 God’s	 plan	 for	 marriage	 had	 been	 from	 the	
beginning.	 	The	 legislation	 of	 Deuteronomy	 24	
was	designed	to	bring	some	order	to	the	chaos	of	
marriage	and	divorce	at	the	time.		It	was	not	designed	
to	provide	liberty	to	divorce.		That	the	Jews	took	it	
this	way	displayed	the	hardness	of	their	hearts.

3)	Matthew 19:9.		In	Jesus’	response,	He	
shows	that	it	was	not	the	Father’s	intent	to	say	that	
divorce	was	all	right	as	long	as	the	one	putting	away	
his	wife	gave	her	a	bill	of	divorcement.		To	see	the	
force	of	Jesus’	point,	consider	the	verse	without	the	
exception	phrase:		“Whosoever	shall	put	away	his	
wife,	and	shall	marry	another,	committeth	adultery:		
and	 he	 that	 marrieth	 her	 when	 she	 is	 put	 away	
committeth adultery.”  Without the exception, 
divorce	would	be	wrong	for	any	reason.

4)	 	 consequences oF the excePtion 
Phrase.		When	we	regard	the	exception	phrase,	
we	see	that	there	is	only	one	cause	in	which	a	

man	may	divorce	his	wife	 and	marry	 another	
without	 committing	 adultery.	 	 That	 is	 when	
his	 wife	 has	 committed	 adultery	 against	 him.		
No	other	cause	is	given.		When	one’s	wife	has	
committed	adultery,	and	he	divorces	her,	he	does	
not	make	her	an	adulteress	(as	in	Matthew	5:32);	
she	has	already	made	herself	one.		The	exception	
phrase	changes	the	situation	only	in	the	case	of	
the	one	putting	away.

5)		consequences reMain the saMe For 
the one Put away.		If	we	go	back	to	the	verse	
without	the	exception	and	look	at	the	last	clause	
in	 it,	we	read,	“and	he	 that	marrieth	her	when	
she is put away commits adultery.”  Without the 
exception	 phrase	 coming	 into	 play	 we	 would	
have	to	assume	that	in	this	case	the	woman	was	
put	away	but	not	for	the	cause	of	adultery.		Yet,	
whoever	marries	her	when	she	is	thus	put	away	
commits	adultery.		Would	it	be	any	less	the	case	
when	one	has	been	put	away	for	adultery?

6)  the one who Puts away Must 
Be innocent.  Furthermore,	 it	 needs	 to	 be	
understood	 that	 when	 one	 is	 putting	 away	 a	
partner	guilty	of	adultery,	the	divorce	should	be	
viewed	not	as	a	convenience,	but	as	a	protest	
of	 the	 immorality	 that	 the	 guilty	 partner	 has	
embraced.		If	the	one	doing	the	putting	away	is	
also	guilty	of	immorality,	then	it	is	the	rankest	
hypocrisy	for	him	to	put	away	his	wife	for	her	
immorality.	 	Therefore,	according	to	Matthew	
19:9,	 only	 the	 innocent	party,	who	puts	 away	
his	partner	for	sexual	immorality,	has	the	right	
to	marry	again	without	committing	adultery.

106 French Way
Athens, AL 35611
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Divorce For every cauSe
Raymond E. Harris

 In	this	short	treatise	on	divorce,	we	do	not	
pretend to address the subject in a “scholarly” or “in 
depth” fashion.  We will just present a few thoughts 
for	our	readers	consideration.

	 1)	 	DiFFerent Points oF view.  When	 the	
question of divorce comes up, the American public 
approaches	 the	 subject	 from	 one	 of	 two	 distinctly	
different	points	of	view.		Either	they	consider	divorce	
from	 a	 popular,	 secular,	 legal	 standpoint	 or	 from	 a	
Scriptural	view.	 	When	we	consider	 that	 in	a	given	
week,	fewer	than	50%	of	Americans	will	attend	church	
services,	it	is	obvious	that	a	majority	in	this	country	
will	not	be	much	concerned	as	to	what	the	Bible	says	
on	any	subject.		Even	among	those	who	profess	to	be	
“religious,” many have the attitude that “God wants me 
to be happy” and if that involves divorce and remar-
riage	–	so	be	it!

	 2)		FroM a LegaL stanDPoint.  In	this	country,	
Caesar	has	been	very	accommodating.		Up	until	the	
middle	of	 the	 last	century,	 the	courts	would	grant	a	
divorce	only	on	grounds	of	adultery.		This	was	a	seri-
ous	charge	that	either	had	to	be	admitted	or	proven.		In	
some	states,	adultery	was	a	felony	that	could	involve	
jail	time!		The	pressure	of	evolving	social	pressure	was	
such that the law was changed and one party could “file 
suit” on the grounds of cruel and inhuman treatment.		
But	still,	one	party	was	presented	to	the	court	as	the	
innocent	and	the	other	was	the	defendant,	the	“guilty	
one.”  As time went on, there was a strong move to take 
innocence	or	guilt	out	of	the	divorce	proceedings	and	
it	became	law	that	a	party	could	petition	the	courts	for	
a	divorce	on	the	grounds	of	irreconcilable differences.		
That	was	the	foundation	upon	which	our	current	no 
fault divorce	laws	were	laid.		Hence,	we	see	that	in	this	
country	over	the	past	50	years,	Caesar	has	changed	the	
cause	for	divorce	at	least	three	times.

3)	 FroM a scriPturaL view.		We	have	
considered	how	the	secularist	mentality	and	laws	
have	 evolved	 in	 this	 country.	 	 But	 what	 about	
God	and	His	law?		The	New	Testament	has	not	
changed	 in	 2,000	 years,	 so	 we	 would	 have	 to	
conclude	that	God’s	law	has	not	changed.		It	is	
not	the	will	of	God	that	any	should	divorce.		In	
Matthew 19:4-6, Jesus said, “Have ye not read, 
that	he	which	made	them	at	the	beginning	made	
them	male	and	female,	And	said,	For	this	cause	
shall	a	man	 leave	 father	and	mother,	and	shall	
cleave	to	his	wife:		and	they	twain	shall	be	one	
flesh?  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder.”  In Matthew 19:9, 
Jesus	gave	the	only just	cause	for	divorce.	 	He	
said,	“Whosoever	shall	put	away	his	wife,	except	
it	 be	 for	 fornication,	 and	 shall	 marry	 another,	
committeth	 adultery:	 	 and	 whoso	 marrieth	 her	
which is put away doth commit adultery.”  In 
Mark 6:17-18, we find a case where two people 
were	 intent	 upon	 setting	 God’s	 law	 aside	 and	
turned to Caesar’s law in order to fulfill their own 
lust.  In that passage, we find John the baptizer 
rebuking	Herod	and	Herodias	for	their	unlawful	
relationship.	 	 Let’s	 look	 at	 the	 passage.	 	 “For	
Herod	himself	had	sent	forth	and	laid	hold	upon	
John,	and	bound	him	in	prison	for	Herodias’	sake,	
his	brother	Philip’s	wife:		for	he	had	married	her.		
For	 John	had	said	unto	Herod,	 It	 is	not	 lawful	
for thee to have thy brother’s wife.”  Evidently 
Roman	 law	 had	 granted	 Herodias	 a	 divorce	
from	Philip	and	she	had	married	Herod.		Yet,	her	
actions	had	been	for	nought.		John	said	as	far	as	
God	was	concerned	she	was	still	Philip’s	wife!

5976 Oberlies Way
Plainfield, IN 46168
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Marriage anD The BonD
Donnie V. Rader

 The	issues	of	divorce	and	remarriage	can	
be clarified when we see a distinction in the mar-
riage and	the	bond.		Much	of	the	confusion	comes	
when people equate the marriage to	the	bond.

	 1)		conFusion.  Some	think	that	if	one	is	
no	longer	married,	they	are	no	longer	bound.		A	lot	
is	said	today	about	being	married	“in	the	eyes	of	
men” and married “in the eyes of God.”  The same 
is	said	of	divorce.		Thus,	to	these	people,	one	could	
be married “in the eyes of men” but not married “in 
the eyes of God.”  A distinction is made between 
marriage (or divorce) that is “real” and “legal.”  If 
God approves, we are told that it is “real;” but if 
God does not approve, it is not “real.”

	 2)		there is a DiFFerence.  This	is	obvious	
from	the	fact	that	in	Romans	7:2-3	the	woman	is	
bound to her first husband even though she is mar-
ried to	her	second	husband.		When	a	couple	Scriptur-
ally marry, God “joins” (yokes) them together (Mt. 
19:6).  God does the joining and only God can do the 
loosing.		In	a	Scriptural	marriage,	there	is	a	covenant	
that	involves	three	(God,	husband,	and	wife:		Mal.	
2:14).  The “law of her husband” (Rom. 7:2) refers 
to	the	bond	or	the	“law	which	binds	the	wife	to	her	
husband” (G. Kittel, Theological Dictionary of the 
New Testament, IV, 1070).		God	binds	those	that	are	
Scripturally	married	(Rom.	7:2;	1	Cor.	7:39).		Notice	
that	we	are	bound “by the law” to our	mate.

	 3)		it is PossiBLe to Be BounD to one anD 
MarrieD to another.  In	Romans	7,	the	woman	is	
“bound by the law to her husband” even though she 
is “married to another man.”  That is what makes the 
second	marriage	adultery.		It	is	possible	for	one	to	be	
released	from	the	yoke	and	the	other	party	not.		When	
Jack	married	Jill,	God	yoked	(joined)	them	together	

(Mt. 19:6).  However, when Jack put Jill away for 
fornication,	God	released	him	from	the	yoke,	while	
Jill	is	still	yoked	(bound,	Mt.	19:9).

	 4)		thus Marriage is Marriage anD Divorce 
is Divorce.  If	the	marriage	is	Scriptural	and	approved	of	
God,	it	is	a	marriage.		If	the	marriage	is	unscriptural	and	
not	approved	of	God,	it	is	still	a	marriage.		Let’s	consider	
some	cases	in	the	Bible	where	the	marriage	was	unscriptural	
(thus	adultery)	and	yet	God	still	said	that	it	was	a	mar-
riage (really).  Herod “had married” Herodias (Mk. 6:17).  
However,	John	told	him	that	it	was	unlawful	for	him	to	
have	her.		Nevertheless,	God	said	he	had	married her.		In	
Matthew	19:9,	we	read	that	a	man	who	puts	away	his	wife	
and	marries	another	commits	adultery.		Scriptural?		No!		
Married?		Yes.		Then,	in	Romans	7:3,	the	woman	is	called	
an	adulteress because	she	is	married to	another	man.		To	
further emphasize how we cannot jump back and forth on 
the term “married,” let us consider Matthew 19:9.  From 
the	statement,	“Whoseover	shall	put	away	his	wife,	except	
it	be	for	fornication,	and	shall	marry another,	committeth	
adultery	(emphasis	mine,	DVR),	we	learn	two	things:		(1)	
The	man	who	puts	away	his	wife	(for	a	cause	other	than	
fornication)	and	marries	another	commits	adultery.		(2)		
The	man	who	puts	away	his	wife	(for	fornication)	and	
marries another	does	not	commit	adultery.		When	Jesus	
said, “marries another” did He mean “really married” or 
“married only in the eyes of men”?  Remember, that in the 
text Jesus only used the term “marries” one	time.		Thus,	if	
He meant “really married” then both of	the	above	men	are	
really	married,	whether	God	approved	or	not.		If	Jesus	meant	
that	they	were	not	really	married,	but	only	“in	the	eyes	of	
men,” then both of	the	above	men	are	married	“only	in	the	
eyes of men.”  The same is true of “put away” (divorce) in 
both	cases.		We	can’t	have	it	both	ways	in	this	text!

1533 Highway 41-A North
Shelbyville, TN 37160-5502
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DoeS The Marriage law apply To non-chriSTianS?
David Eldridge

 Jesus	clearly	teaches	that	divorce,	save	it	
be	for	fornication,	is	a	sin.		Furthermore,	He	states	
that	the	one	who	is	divorced,	either	sinfully	without	
cause,	or	the	guilty	party	put	away	because	of	for-
nication,	and	marries	another	is	guilty	of	adultery	
(Mt. 5; 19; Mk. 10; Lk. 16). 

 However, it is amazing the lengths some 
will	go	to	in	order	to	justify	sin	and	soothe	con-
sciences	as	they	attempt	to	explain	away	this	simple	
teaching.		One	such	example	is	some	who	claim	
that	only	Christians	are	amenable,	or	answerable,	
to	the	law	of	Christ	(including	the	marriage	laws).	
They	teach	that	those	who	are	not	Christians	are	
not	subject	to	the	law	of	Christ	until	they	become	
Christians.  This teaching stands in conflict with 
plain Bible teaching.  Notice the consequences if 
the	law	of	Christ,	including	the	marriage	law,	does	
not	apply	to	the	non-Christian.

	 1)		the LorD LieD when he saiD he haD 
aLL authority.		Jesus	stated	in	Matthew	28:18,	
“All	 authority	 has	 been	 given	 to	 Me	 in	 heaven	
and on earth.”  However, if those who believe the 
laws	given	by	Jesus	only	apply	to	Christians,	then	
Jesus doesn’t have “all authority,” He would only 
have authority over “all Christians.”  To teach 
such	foolishness	would	attempt	to	make	the	Lord	
a	liar,	which	He	is	not	(1	Jn.	1:9),	as	they	try	to	
divest	Jesus	of	His	authority	over	all	men	which	
He	clearly	claimed	to	have.		If	the	marriage	law	
does	not	apply	to	the	non-Christian,	then	Jesus	is	
found	to	be	a	liar.	

	 2)	 	 every Knee shouLD not Bow at 
the naMe oF Jesus.	 	Paul	writes,	 “That	at	 the	
name	of	Jesus	every	knee	should	bow,	of	things	in	
heaven,	and	things	in	earth,	and	things	under	the	

earth” (Phil. 2:10).  We are told that at the name 
of	Jesus	(the	authority	of	Jesus)	every	knee	should	
bow	in	submission.		Why?		Because	every	person	
is	 answerable	 to	 the	 law	 of	 Jesus	 –	 not	 simply	
Christians.		If	one	teaches	that	those	who	are	not	
Christians	are	not	amenable	to	the	law	of	Christ,	
then	should	the	text	not	read,	“At	the	name	of	Je-
sus only the Christian’s knee should bow?” Jesus 
has	 authority	 universally	 over	 all	 men	 in	 every	
place!

	 3)	 	 a Person cannot sin untiL they 
BecoMe a christian.		John	wrote,	“Whosoever	
committeth	sin	transgresseth	also	the	law:	for	sin	
is the transgression of the law” (1 Jn. 3:4).  Since 
sin	is	a	transgression	of	the	law,	if	one	is	not	ame-
nable	to	the	law,	they	cannot	sin.	Paul	teaches	“for	
where no law is, there is no transgression” (Rom. 
4:15).	 If	 it	were	 true	 that	a	non-Christian	 is	not	
bound	by	the	law	of	Christ,	I	would	be	better	off	
not	being	a	Christian	for	I	could	not	sin	as	one	not	
having	a	law.		Yet,	the	Bible	has	declared	all	under	
sin	(Rom.	3:23).		Why?		Because	all	are	bound	by	
the	law	of	the	Lord	which	they	have	violated.

	 Friend,	you	see	that	the	Lord	reigns	over	
all,	 all	 are	 bound	 by	 His	 commands	 be	 they	 a	
Christian	or	a	non-Christian.		If	one	disobeys	the	
Lord’s	 commands	 on	 marriage	 before	 baptism,	
they must still live with the consequences (not the 
guilt)	of	their	sins	after	baptism.

62 Granite Dr.
Carmel, IN 46032
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MuST aDulTererS SeparaTe?
Leon Mauldin

 Biblical	teaching	on	God’s	marriage	law,	
including	divorce	and	remarriage,	is	clear.		God’s	
plan	is	one	man	and	one	woman	making	a	lifetime	
commitment	to	each	other.		“So	then,	they	are	no	
longer two but one flesh.  Therefore what God has 
joined together, let not man separate” (Mt. 19:6).  
There	is	only	one	reason	for	divorce	and	remar-
riage;	that	is	the	cause	of	fornication	(Mt.	19:9).		
Jesus	said,	“whoever	divorces	his	wife,	except	for	
sexual	immorality,	and	marries	another,	commits	
adultery;	and	whoever	marries	her	who	is	divorced	
commits adultery” (Mk. 10:11-12; Lk. 16:18).

	 1)		the aDuLterers unDer consiDeration.  
Do	you	see	from	these	passages	that	adultery	is	
biblically defined, not only as the “extra-marital 
affair” where one is unfaithful to his spouse, but 
also	adultery	is	committed	when	one	divorces	his	
spouse	and	marries	another	(except	for	the	cause	
of	fornication),	and	further,	when	one	marries	one	
who	has	been	divorced?

	 2)		aDuLtery continues as Long as the 
unauthorizeD Marriage continues.  The	word-
ing	of	the	texts,	such	as	Matthew	19:9,	is	“commits	
adultery” or “committeth adultery,” showing that 
this	is	an	ongoing	sin.		Paul	wrote,	“For	the	married	
woman	is	bound	by	law	to	her	husband	while	he	is	
living;	but	if	her	husband	dies,	she	is	released	from	
the	law	concerning	the	husband.		So	then	if,	while	
her	husband	is	living,	she	is	joined	to	another	man,	
she	shall	be	called	an	adulteress;	but	if	her	husband	
dies,	she	is	free	from	the	law,	so	that	she	is	not	an	
adulteress, though she is joined to another man” 
(Rom.	7:2-3,	NASB).		To	illustrate,	it	was	not	law-
ful	for	Herod	to	keep on having his	brother’s	wife	
(Mk. 6:18).  In the adulterous marriage, one is in 
fact “living in fornication” (Col. 3:5-7).

	 3)		the nature oF rePentance.  The ques-
tion	arises,	“If	one	is	in	a	marriage	relationship	which	
Jesus condemns as adulterous, what should one do?”  
The	answer	is	that	God	commands	all	to	repent	(Acts	
17:30).  Repentance requires that one must cease the 
practice of sin, whatever it is.  1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
states,	“Do	you	not	know	that	the	unrighteous	will	
not	inherit	the	kingdom	of	God?		Do	not	be	deceived.		
Neither	 fornicators,	nor	 idolaters,	nor	adulterers,	
nor	homosexuals,	nor	sodomites,	nor	thieves,	nor	
covetous,	nor	drunkards,	nor	revilers,	nor	extortion-
ers will inherit the kingdom of God.”  Note that the 
Corinthians	were guilty	(in	the	past)	of	these	sins.		
But	 they	had	obeyed	the	gospel	(Acts	18:8)	with	
the result that they were “washed,” “sanctified,” and 
“justified” (1 Cor. 6:11).  But when they repented, it 
is	unthinkable that	they	would	continue	the	practice	
of	 idolatry,	homosexuality,	 thievery,	drunkenness,	
etc.		Likewise,	one	cannot	continue	in	the	adulterous	
relationship	and	have	God’s	approval.		See	Romans	
6:1-2; also the principle of Ezra 9 & 10.

	 4)		oBJections.  Sometimes	this	argument	is	
made:		“No	one	in	the	Bible	was	ever	told	to	leave	an	
unscriptural marriage.”  In response we would ask, if the 
Bible gave a specific instance of repentance from every 
individual	sin,	how	big	a	book	would	the	Bible	be?		There	
is no specific record of leaving a homosexual or polyga-
mous relationship.  Further, Acts 2:38 says “Repent.”  That 
is	inclusive	of	every	sin.		When	the	people	of	Nineveh	
“repented at the preaching of Jonah” (Mt. 12:41), “they 
turned from their evil way” (Jonah 3:10).  When one 
repents,	he	turns	from	that	which	is	sinful.		That	includes	
adulterous	marriages.		Repentance	of	an	adulterous	mar-
riage	necessitates	that	one	sever	that	sinful	relationship.

480 Co. Rd. 540
Hanceville, AL 35077
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can The guilTy parTy reMarry?
Frank Himmel

 When	asked	whether	divorce	is	law-
ful,	Jesus	answered,	“What	God	has	joined	to-
gether, let no man separate” (Mt. 19:6).  In other 
words,	forget	about	divorce,	it	is	not	God’s	plan.		
He	 then	 added,	 “And	 I	 say	 to	 you,	 whoever	
divorces	his	wife,	except	for	sexual	immoral-
ity,	and	marries	another,	commits	adultery;	and	
whoever	marries	her	who	is	divorced	commits	
adultery” (v. 9).
	 Despite	the	straightforwardness	of	Jesus’	
instruction, questions abound.  One of them is, 
What	about	the	guilty	party;	can	he	remarry?		
The expression “guilty party” refers to the forni-
cator,	the	one	whose	mate	has	divorced	him	for	
that	reason.		Jesus’	instruction	implies	that	the	
innocent	mate	in	this	case	may	remarry.		Does	
that	mean	the	guilty	party	can,	too?
	 Jesus	 did	 not	 say	 the	 guilty	 party	 can	
remarry.		Neither	did	any	other	New	Testament	
writer.		Nevertheless,	despite	the	Bible’s	silence,	
some	assert	that	remarriage	is	lawful	for	such	
people.		Their	position	is	based	on	various	as-
sumptions.		Consider	a	few.

	 1)		Fornication BreaKs the Marriage 
BonD.  Where	does	the	Bible	say	that?		All	this	
text	says	is	that	one	whose	wife	is	guilty	of	for-
nication	may	put	her	away	and	remarry	without	
sinning.		But	he	is	not	under	obligation	to	do	
so.		He	may	decide	instead	to	forgive	her	and	
continue	 the	 marriage.	 	 If	 fornication	 breaks	
the	marriage	bond,	this	couple	would	have	to	
be “re-bound” in order to stay together.  How 
would	they	do	that?		Remember,	it	is	God	who	
joined	them	together.		He	does	the	binding.

	 2)	 	 iF one is LooseD, the other is 
LooseD.  The	argument	is	that	since	the	marriage	

bond	is	broken,	one	is	as	free	to	remarry	as	the	oth-
er.  At first that may seem logical, but it is merely 
an	assumption,	one	that	is	at	variance	with	what	
the	Bible	says	about	marriage.		Marriage	is	not	a	
simple	two-party	agreement.		God	joins	a	husband	
and	wife.		They	are	bound	or	obligated,	both	to	
each	other	and	 to	His	 law	governing	marriage	
(read	carefully	Romans	7:2-3).		Neither	fornica-
tion	nor	divorce	releases	one	from	his	obligations.		
What	does?		Only	God	can	release	what	He	has	
bound (Mt. 19:6).  And He has revealed only two 
people	whom	He	releases:		one	whose	mate	has	
died	(Rom.	7:2-3)	and	one	who	divorces	a	mate	
for	fornication	(Mt.	19:9).		To	marry	one	while	
still	bound	to	another	is	adultery	(Rom.	7:3).

	 3)		the Phrase “excePt For sexuaL iM-
MoraLity” MoDiFies Both cLauses in Matthew 
19:9.  This	argument	says	 the	end	of	 the	verse	
should	read,	“...and	whoever	marries	her	who	is	
divorced,	except	for	sexual	immorality,	commits	
adultery.”  That implies it would not be adultery 
to	marry	the	guilty	party.		But	Jesus	did	not	say	
that, and there is no grammatical justification for 
it.		In	fact,	note	that	the	phrase	“except	for	sexual	
immorality” describes action, not people.  More 
simply, look at the consequences of this argument, 
indeed	of	this	entire	position.		If	it	were	so,	one	put	
away	for	fornication	has	more	privileges	than	one	
put	away	unjustly!		If	my	wife	divorces	me	just	
because	she	doesn’t	like	me	any	more,	I	may	not	
remarry.		But	if	I	go	out	and	commit	fornication	
and	she	divorces	me,	then	I	can	remarry.		In	effect,	
my fornication sanctifies my second marriage.  
Nonsense!

7700 Hoover Way
Louisville, KY 40219
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MenTal Divorce
Connie W. Adams

 “It	hath	been	said,	Whosoever	shall	put	away	
his	wife,	let	him	give	her	a	writing	of	divorcement:		
But	I	say	unto	you,	That	whosoever	shall	put	away	his	
wife,	saving	for	the	cause	of	fornication,	causeth	her	to	
commit	adultery:		and	whosoever	shall	marry	her	that	
is divorced committeth adultery” (Mt. 5:31-32).
	 Sound	simple	enough?		Not	to	hear	some	folks	
tell	 it!	 	 In	every	society,	 there	are	accepted	norms	for	
when	a	marriage	begins	and	for	when	one	ends.		We	can	
know	when	folks	are	married	and	when	they	are	divorced.		
Every	marriage	is	not	approved	by	God.		Neither	is	every	
divorce.		Only	marriages	between	those	who	have	a	right	
to	marriage	are	approved	by	God.		In	these	cases,	God	
creates the bond (what “God has joined together,” Mt. 
19:6).  The only approved divorce is when an innocent 
mate	divorces	a	mate	guilty	of	fornication	(Mt.	19:9).		This	
rule	applies	to	both	men	and	women	(Mk.	10:11-12).		If	
one	divorces	a	companion	for	any	other	reason	than	for-
nication,	he/she	sins	in	so	doing.		Jesus	made	it	plain	that	
to	do	so	contributes	to	sin	in	one	thus	put	away	(“Causeth	
her to commit adultery”).  He also clearly taught that it is 
sinful to marry one who is “put away.”

	 1)		conFusing the issue.  But	some	are	not	
content	with	this.		The	water	has	been	muddied	by	rais-
ing	side	issues	about	the	role	of	government	in	divorce,	
or	doubts	about	what	constitutes	marriage,	or	when	it	
begins,	or	ends.		Emotional	arguments	have	been	made	
which	arouse	sympathy	but	settle	nothing.		“What	about	
the person who is divorced unjustly and under protest?”  
“What about a soldier who returns from duty to find his 
wife has divorced him and married another?”  “Do you 
mean to tell me that a person is stuck for life?”  “It’s not 
fair.”  Let’s be clear.  Of course, there are cases where the 
innocent	are	made	to	suffer	because	of	the	sinful	action	
of	others.		It	happens	every	day.		Life	is	not	always	fair,	
is	it?		How	many	children	are	suffering	every	day	from	
the	sinful	choices	of	their	irresponsible	parents?

	 2)		a FaLse soLution.  Some	have	struck	on	
a	plan	to	solve	the	problem.		They	tell	us	that	after	
there	has	been	a	divorce	 (which	should	not	have	
taken	place),	even	after	 the	space	of	many	years,	
that	when	one	of	the	mates	commits	adultery,	then	
the	other	partner,	who	has	been	abstinent	during	this	
time,	may	then,	in	purpose	of	heart,	resolve	to	put	the	
now	guilty	party	away	and	be	free	to	marry	again.		
But	there	are	several	things	wrong	with	that.		(1)	The	
divorce,	which	has	already	taken	place,	was	not	for	
fornication.		The	Lord	said	the	divorce	must	be	for	that	
cause.		(2)		Whether	just	or	unjust,	divorce	has	already	
taken	place.		It	is	a	fact,	a	reality.		(3)		According	to	
what	Jesus	said,	it	matters	who	divorces	whom.		He	
said that one who marries a person who “is put away” 
commits	adulery.		(4)		If	divorce	can	occur	only	by	
a	mental	choice,	then	can	marriage	begin	that	way?		
While	two	people	must	consent	to	marry,	is	that	all	
there	is	to	it?		Or	must	we	comply	with	laws,	or	social	
customs	which	determine	exactly	at	what	point	two	
people	are	married?		Can	two	young	people	decide	
that	since	they	are	very	much	in	love	and	have	decided	
to	marry,	then	cohabit	in	the	back	seat	of	a	car,	or	a	
motel	room?		After	all,	they	have	purposed	in	their	
hearts.		I	know	some	brethren	who	believe	that.		What	
about	you?		I	can	tell	you	I	don’t	believe	it!

	 Let’s	teach	our	children	to	be	cautious	in	
choosing	a	companion.		Once	that	choice	is	made,	it	
is	for	life.		It	is	only	(God	forbid)	when	one	becomes	
unfaithful	that	the	innocent	has	a	right	to	divorce	
the	guilty	and	marry	another.		Marriage,	under	any	
other	circumstance	may	be	legal	and	accepted,	but	
it	is	sinful	according	to	what	Jesus	said.		Is	that	so	
hard	to	understand?

P.O. Box 91346
Louisville, KY 40291
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“Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not:  for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).

Baby Moses
(Exodus 1:22-2:10)

Aleisha Edwards

Kids Activity Page

Circle the Right Word
 1. Pharaoh charged all his people saying, “Every son that is born ye shall cast into  
	 	 the	(fire,	river)”	-	Ex.	1:22.
 2. One mother put her baby in an/a (ark of bulrushes, box) - Ex. 2:3. 
	 3.		Pharaoh’s	(daughter,	son)	found	a	baby	in	the	river	-	Ex.	2:5-6.
 4. She called his name (Samuel, Moses) - Ex. 2:10.
	 5.	 “Moses”	means	drawn	out	of	(water,	a	cave)	-	Ex.	2:10.

True or False
1.	 ___		Pharaoh	wanted	to	kill	all	the		
	 baby	Hebrew	boys.
2.	 ___		The	baby’s	mother	put	him	in	a		
 basket. 
3.		___		The	baby’s	brother	watched	him		
 in the river.
4. ___  Pharaoh found the baby.
5.	 ___		Pharaoh’s	daughter	named	the		
 baby Moses.

Help Moses’ mother find
the right path to the river.
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Question:

Answer:

Have A Bible Question?  Send to: Back To Basics, P.O. Box 251, Ellettsville, IN 47429

	 We	commend	you	for	searching	the	Scriptures	with	the	determination	of	doing	
what	the	Scriptures	teach.		Jesus	said,	“Search	the	scriptures;	for	in	them	ye	think	ye	
have eternal life:  and they are they which testify of me” (Jn. 5:39).  

 1)		reMeMBer what the stanDarD is.  You	might	want	to	go	back	and	read	
the	article	on	page	3	of	this	issue,	What Standard Shall We Use?		Remember	that	our	
questions can only be answered by the word of the Lord.  What men might say, what 
the	majority	believe,	what	someone	 in	our	 family	does,	and	emotional	arguments	
will not settle this.  We must ask, “What saith the Scripture?” (Rom. 4:3), and be 
determined to do what the Scripture saith, regardless of the consequences. 

	 2)	 	reaLize who has a right to Be MarrieD anD who Doesn’t.  Not					
everyone	has	a	right	to	marry,	according	to	the	Scriptures.		Some,	because	of	sin,	have	
lost	their	right	to	marry.		The	Scriptures	only	show	three	people	who	have	a	right	to	
be	married:		(1)	One	who	has	never	been	married	(1	Cor.	7:2).		(2)	One	whose	spouse	
has	died	(Rom.	7:2-3).		(3)	One	who	divorced	his/her	wife/husband	for	fornication	
(Mt. 19:9).  The simple truth is that if two people do not fit one of these three catego-
ries,	then	they	do	not	have	a	Scriptural	right	to	marry	or	be	married!		If	you	or	your	
husband	have	been	married	before	and	the	prior	marriage(s)	did	not	end	by	the	death	
of	your	spouse,	then	you	do	not	have	a	right	to	be	married,	unless	you	divorced	them	
for	fornication		(Mt.	19:9).		That	may	be	a	bitter	pill	to	swallow,	but	that	is	what	the	
word	of	God	teaches	and	the	word	is	truth	(Jn.	17:17).		

	 3)		i reaLize i Do not have a right to Be MarrieD, now what?  We	
read	of	some	in	the	Bible	who	were	married	and	even	had	children	who	did	not	have	
a right to be married.  We relate the occasion in answer to the question.  The setting is 
Ezra 10, when the Lord’s people had “taken strange wives” (v. 2), foreign wives they 
did not have a right to.  What was to be done?  Read verse 10.  “And Ezra the priest 
stood	up,	and	said	unto	them,	Ye	have	transgressed,	and	have	taken	strange	wives,	to	
increase	the	trespass	of	Israel.		Now	therefore	make	confession	unto	the	Lord	God	of	
your fathers, and do his pleasure:  and separate yourselves...from the strange wives.”  
May	God	bless	you	in	doing	what	is	right,	even	though	it	may	not	be	easy.

“My husband and I have been searching
the Scriptures, and we don’t believe we have a right 
to be married.  What are we to do?
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“An	excellent	work	for	class	study.		We	believe	brother	Rader	has	rendered	a	valuable	service	in	the	produc-
tion of this work and commend it to all into whose hands it might fall.” (Connie W. Adams)

“I believe it is well written and gets right at the heart of the issue on all the questions you discussed.  I would 
highly	recommend	it	for	class	study	and	for	personal	study.		It	is	objective,	clear	and	thorough.		Most	of	
all it is scriptural.” (H. E. Phillips)


